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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING  

HELD AT ASHDALE ON 7TH MAY 2014 
 

Present:       Allyson Barron (Chair), John Ward, Margaret Martin, Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded 
 
Apologies:  Sheila Hunter, Brian Hunter 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Overhanging Trees.  Christina pointed out that the willow at the Sands Lane end is extremely 
beautiful and it would be inappropriate to cut it back.  We agreed with this, although this is not the 
overhanging tree Mr Scase was complaining about.   
 
Trees ordered have been planted by Geoff Young and the Yard and are sprouting.  Allyson and Craig 
have been watering.  Geoff has inspected them and they are fine.  Christina advised that the rest of 
the trees are planted in the autumn.  These have been paid for by the CILS (formerly 106) money.  
John suggested they should be planted somewhere which is already wooded to preserve the open 
spaces in the meadow.   
 
Mark Ross of Waveney Norse accepted an invitation to attend but did not arrive.  (He later sent 
apologies for his absence caused by an emergency).  Allyson had asked him about the knotweed, the 
damaged resident’s boundary fence at Hall Road (wood panels strewn across the path causing a 
safety hazard) and the time-table for grass cutting (this should be late July or early August depending 
on the weather).  Allyson will follow this up with Mark.  She stressed that Mark visits the meadow 
regularly.  We are very concerned about the knotweed as this is a notifiable plant.  Margaret will e-
mail Mark. 
 
Grants.   Grants offered by the Suffolk Foundation are worth applying for, but we did not have 
enough time to meet the deadline. Margaret will look at this again.  Asda have invited applications 
for grants from local organisations which will be paid from their Air Show parking fees.  Margaret 
applied by e-mail.  No response as yet.  (After the meeting we were informed that we have been 
awarded £250 by Asda).  Margaret will follow up the community grants offered by Asda.  Agenda 
item for the next meeting. 
 
Norwegian Memorial Tree.  Planting a rowan tree in friendship with the people of Norway has 
already been agreed.  Christina would like a rowan tree to be planted in the autumn.  She will 
consider where best to place it.  We decided that, if possible, we will have a memory wall on the 
website for this and other memorial trees.  We could possibly have a plan showing where they are 
planted. 
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Chair’s Report 
 
12 fruit trees have been planted in the south meadow, as reported in matters arising.  Simon Walker 
of Waveney Norse visited regarding vandalism in the play park.  He also walked around the Meadow 
and was impressed by what he saw there.  He spoke to Peter Aldous, Peter Gray and Geoff Young.  
Allyson requested permission for the CIL (formerly 106) money held at Holly Nurseries to be paid to 
the Yard as stakes were stolen and were replaced by Geoff Young.  Allyson has been liaising with 
Peter Aldous and Geoff Young, meeting Waveney Norse and supporting grant applications.  Paths 
have been mowed as this encourages people to use paths and protects the wildflowers.   
 
It was agreed that Peter Aldous is sent copies of committee minutes and there is an open invitation 
for him to attend any committee meetings he is able to.   
 
Encroachment 
 
John phoned Gayle Hart as a resident.  Waveney District Council have mapped everything.  Gayle 
walks around the Meadow regularly.  She confirmed the Management and Maintenance Agreement 
is in place and should prevent further encroachment.  She informed John there is nothing they can 
do about the Chestnut Avenue encroachment.  It is still not registered and 18 months ago the Land 
Registry said that WDC has no interest.  They can start to have an interest now the agreement has 
been drawn up.  John pointed out that the resident has no more interest than anyone else.  At 
present it is “no man’s land”.  We agreed to put in a request to ask what communication WDC have 
had with him.  Have they told him officially it is not his land?  John asked about the water course.  
The Suffolk County Council Coastal Protection Team are responsible for the work carried out on the 
opposite side of Hall Road and they have been informed.  Allyson suggested contacting Councillor 
Len Jacklin or Suffolk County Council.  We agreed to write a formal letter asking what can be done, 
possibly quoting the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
In the absence of Sheila, Margaret read out the Treasurer’s Report, which had been e-mailed in 
advance of the meeting. 
 
‘Position at present is a current balance of £867-36 which includes everything up to date including 
John’s bucket collection. 
 
Add to this an amount in PayPal of £9-46, this is made up of the £10 ‘Bond Donation’ minus the 29p 
they paid into our account as a test when it was opened in August 2011.  We can only guess that the 
remaining 25p is a kind of facility charge.  Brian has now been able to access our PayPal account.  He 
is just waiting for details on how to transfer money into our Co-op account.’ 
 
Project Management Report 
 
Allyson was not sure if Peter Aldous has brought the scout group or not.  Allyson will follow this up.    
We are hoping the scouts can pull Himalayan Balsam.  Trees, the knotweed problem and grass 
cutting have been covered in Matters Arising. 
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Disposal of Lawnmower 
 
The Bonds Residents’ lawnmower is now broken beyond repair in spite of Craig Barron’s efforts to 
repair it.  An offer was made for it, so Allyson has let it go.  The other lawnmower was loaned by 
Oulton Broad in Bloom and it was returned.   
 
Lowestoft in Bloom 
 
Margaret reported that Brian has asked for information from Lowestoft in Bloom and is asking if we 
are going to be involved.  We were given an award for neighbourhood development last year.  We 
agreed we would like to stay on their radar.  Allyson will follow up. 
 
Website 
 
Nothing to report.  John will look into the memorial page. 
 
AGM 
 
The Oulton Community Centre Lounge is booked for 7th June between 11 am – 1 pm.  The meeting 
will take place between 11.30 and 12.30.  It was agreed that Margaret will invite our District and 
County Councillors, Len Jacklin, Bert Poole, Colin Law and Mike Barnard, Richard Hackney of 
Waveney Norse and Janet Craig who is a County Councillor.  We are not in her division but she has 
supported us in the past.  It was agreed that Margaret will write a brief newsletter to send out with 
the invitations to the members. 
 
AOB 
 
There was no other business. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be the AGM on 7th June 2014 at 11.30 am. 
 


